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Airguns 
are still 
being 
used 
at site 

RESIDENTS are still mm 
plat nine of problem* wllb 
alrxun% at Hovefields. with 
one woman claiming *h» 
was shot at. 

Hovefields Avenue resi- 
dent Jenny Mace one of 
those who hope to sell up 
said: “There were some 
children out with an air 
gun One pointed at me 
and I heard the ping aa It 
was fired, but nothin* hit 


I Available for redevelopment - Jill and David Walsh at the Hovefields Avenue home they say they want to sell to escape traveller neighbours -Later. I checked my 


Why we'd sell up to 
be free of travellers 


By JON AUSTIN 
Politics! reporter 


HOVEFIELDS LAND ON OFFER 


SEVEN families have 
offered their homes up 
for n<W?kipment because 
they are so sick erf living 
next to an illegal trav- 
eller camp. 

The sites uf homes close 
to the Hovefields traveller 
site in Wuldbrd are listed 
in Basildon ( ounrd's latest 
district-wide housing review 


This means their owners 
have asked the council to 
consider the sites as ripe 
for redevelopment 
The council is looking for 
land for new homes, tnclud 
ing sues ui the green belt, 
as Government pressure 
mounts to meet housing 


It has been told the dis 
tnct must find room to 
build 10.700 new homes by 
3021 


• Aukland. Hovcfields 
Avenue, plus one acre 
of land 

• Sunm dene Farm. 
Hovefields Avenue, plus 
three acres 

• Hawthorns. Hovefields 

Embattled families have 

fought long and hard to get 
nd of traveller neighbours 
who moved on to an unau- 
thorised site seven years 
ago 

The) are now consider 
ing selling up to developers 
as an alternative 
Last December. Jill and 
David Walsh revealed a 
long list of problems with 
travellers In the Echo. 

The Walshes recorded 
230 incidents, including 
gun and kntfe battles, in a 
"diary of despair" 

Now they have pul for 
ward their home in 


Drive plus 1.7 acres 

• Lymiew and 1.4acres 
of land west of 
Lyndale 

• Lyndale. Hovefields 
Drive and 1 . Sac res of 
land 

Hovefields Avenue for 
redevelopment, along with 
three acres of green belt 
land they own 
A recent High Court 
review suspended all trav 
eller evictions, forcing resi- 
dents to rethink 
Mr Walsh. 57. said: "We 
met the council and it 
became dear this is some 
thing which could drag on 
for many more years, with 
no guarantee of a solu- 
tion." 

The council’s long await 
od Ust of suggested devel 
opment sites has been 
shown to the Echo ahead of 


• Redlands. Hovefields 
Drive and 5.7acres 

• Eight acres of land at 
and between 
Cymbeline, Homecruft 
and Faircroft. all in 
Hovefields Drive. 

publication It includes 
seven homes in Hovefields 
Avenue and Hovefields 

Drive. Wickford. However, 
the Hovefields Residents' 
Association has also sug- 
gested the whole Hovefields 
Drive area including the 
Illegal traveller 6ite 

should be considered for 
development. 

Before the land could he 
redeveloped, green belt reg 
illations would have to be 
lifted by the Government. 

Mr Walsh said the trav 
eller problem had dragged 
on so long, residents saw no 
other way forward 


COUNCIL DUE BACK IN COURT TO APPEAL IN DECEMBER 


BASILDON Council • battle 
to evict travellers from 
unauthorised sites returns 
to court in December 
On I kcrmber 5. the Court 
of Appeal will hear the 
council challenge May’s 


High Court ruling, effective 
ly stopping the evictions 
The May judgement 
quashed and earlier deci 
ston to evict travellers from 
Dale Farm tn Cray* HUL 
and Hovefields. Wk Word 


If the council wins the 
appeal it wiU then finally be 
free to starl evictions 
In the meantime, the 
council u also considering 
trying to evict travellers 
within the terms of the 


May ruling. Mr Justice 
Andrew Collins's Judgement 
prohibited blanket evictions 
and ordered the council to 
consider each traveller fam 
Uy’s Individual cLrcum 


He added “You don’t live 
here you exist 
"The council or the 
Government can ofTer us 
no realistic way out and I 
want to take control of my 
life again. 

"Under this, the trav 
ellers could be bought out 
as well, and the council 
would get Us housing land. 

so it would be a solution for 
all” 

Fellow resident Derek 
Mace has put forward his 
home in HoveOetdB Drive, 
along with 17 acres of 
green belt land 
He said. ”We have tried 
to work with the author! 
ties and play the long game, 
but it has got us nowhere 
We see this as our trump 
card." 

Tony Ball, councillor in 
charge of planning, said 
“We have housing numbers 
hanging over us and all the 
sites put forward will have 
to be considered 
“However, they will have 
to meet nine strict criteria 
before a decision can bo 
taken. We can't predeter 
mine any outcome" 


horses and one hAd a mark 
which could have been 
caused by a pellet.” 

She called the police on 
June 23. but no one was 
arrested. 

Two weeks earlier, a 
woman visiting a home in 
the area complained to 
police about a boy armed 
with what appeared to be 
an alrgun. 

Four days before that. 
Mrs Mace says a police 
community support officer 
patrolling the area confis- 
cated an alrgun from a 
youngster who lives on one 
of the illegal plots. 

Mrs Mace said she. too. 
had called police, after see- 
ing three children “pat 
rolling' the area, armed 
with an alrgun a week 
prior to that 

Royal Mall suspended 
deliveries to the area In 
2005. after a postman was 
shot with an alrgun and 
has never reinstated them. 



■ Alrgun hazard - Jenny 
Mac® with her horse. Troy 


Man admits touching girl, aqed six 


A MAN admitted sexually 
assaulting a tlx year -old girl 
ajM taking indetent photos 
of another child 
1 
ted 
Soi 


t»d by Paul Strvero. 41. of 
note* BaftUdnu. bet 
April I. 20Gfc. and 


September 20. 2UX> Adjourn 
bag the case at Basildon 
Crown Court on Friday. 
Judge Rupert Overbury 
warned Stevens he fared 
)aU 

He told hun 'You pleaded 
gulhy to tom extremely sen 


ous matters of sox abuse w 
young children 
"One involving touching 
and the other involving uk 
ing photographs You know 
you will receive an immedi 
ate prison sentence when 
you cumr heck to this court * 


Steven* was released on 
ball, on condition he lives at 
horn* and has no unsupet 
vised contact with anyone 
under the age uf 18 
He will return to the rout t 
fur sentence on Thursday, 
August 28 


•#■ FIRST AID COURSES ♦ 


♦ Appointed Person* 6 hour - 1 place £50, 2 plact-c £75 

♦ First Aid at Work 4 daw USE Registered Cl 10.00 

+ Uabv 2 Hour £20.00 + Child 2 Hour £20.00 

♦ Earl) wan 12 hour approved course £55 00 

♦ Emergent') \td to School* 2 hour £15 00 

♦ Manual Handling £25.00 tkwpohe Conor* 

♦ F pr pen 2 Hour £20.00 ♦ AEI> £50.00 

lor Mil inquire* please rmMi 

01702 611255 






